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Activities
1

CHAPTER

r.r What'sthe book about?
1 Lookat the pictureon the front of this bookandtalk to another
student.Do you know anythingaboutthe movieTheNightmare
BeforeChristmas?
What kind of story do you think it is?
2 Whichof thesewordsdescribethis story,do you think?Writethem
underthe right picture.
funny

strange happy scary boring exciting sad

Halloweentown'sScariestSkeleton
"I scarepeopleeuer!lear, Zero,"JachSbellingtonsaidquietlyto his dog'
"It'sboringand Im tired."

n October 31 everybody in Halloweentown was excited'
Halloween night was the most important night of their year
lnd they were all afraid. Dead people came up from under the ground'
'l'hirsry vampires happily drank a lot of blood. Ugly old witches
changedsome people into cats and other people into fish. Everybody ran
fiom the skeletons, from the sound of their long, thin arms and legs.
l]lack catsjumped in and out of trash cans.Black birds few through the
tlark sky with loud, high cries.And Jack Skellington sanghis scary songs
lnd danced his dangerousdances.Peoplescreamed.They were afraid.
'l'hey loved it.
At the end of the Halloween
night, everybodywent to the
ccnter of town. The Mayor of
Halloweentown stood in front of

c
d

them and spoke.
"Tonight was the best
Halloween parry in many years,
irnd the hard work of one man
rnadeit possible,"he said.He

t.z What happensfirst?
On page1 readthe nameof the chapter,the sentencesin ifalics,and
the new wordsat the bottom of the page.Thenlook at the picturesin
Chapter1 andanswerthesequestions.
1
2
3
4

Whois Hatloweentown's
scariest
skeleton?
Doeshe liketo scarepeopleeveryyear?
ls Zeroa skeleton
or a dog?
ls thcgirlin thepictures
happyor sad?

turned to the town's greatest
skcleton. "Jack-thank you. "
(n) Avampire livesinsidea dead personand at night he drinkspeople's
vampirel,ve,mpara:l
blood
bfood /bl,rd/(n) When you cut your finger, red blood runsout
wltch /wrtJ/h) A witch is a woman with a tall, blackhat Witchesfly at night.
(n) Yearsafter peopledie,onlytheir ske/etonis underthe ground.
rk.leton /'skclatan/
you,you are afraid.
rcary/'skcri/(adj)Somepeoplelikescarymovies.Whensomebodyscares
rcrcam/skrim/(v/n)Peoplescreamwhen they are very afraid.
mryor /'nrera,mer/(n) Mosttowns havea mayor and he or she isthe boss.

'l hc Nighrmare
BefirreChrisrmrs

"lt was great,Jack!" people shouted. "\7e loved ir! It was wild!"
"Yes," the Mayor said. "'We all enjoy
Jackt scary songsand dangerous
dances.Jack, you're the scariestskeleton in Halloweenrown! Thank you
for thesewonderful celebrations..."
"No problem," Jack said.
But Jack wasn'rh"ppy. Every year he repeatedthe samesongsand
dancesand he was bored with Halloween. of course,he couldn't tell
anybody. How could he?The people of the town loved him and they
waited all year for this night.
\When the Mayor started talking about the
scariestvampires and
witches, Jack walked away quietly. He wanted to think about his future.
He walked out of town and past the old churchyard. He walked past
Sally,too, but he didn't seeher.
Sally was also sad. She watched Jack and she wanted ro follow him.
But she had to be careful.

'l'he doctor could move around
in his chair but Sallyhad to cook
Ior him. Shecleanedfor him and
.licl everything in the house' Her
lifc'wasboring and she really
wilnted to run away.She tried to
Icrrvemany times but he always
crrughther.
"\fty is Jack sad tonight?"
Sallythought. "He's the most
wonderful man in Halloweentown
rrnd everybody loveshim."
Shelistenedhard. Shecould
hcar Jack'swords to his little white
tlog, Zero. Zero cameout from

The Doctor didn't like it
when she left the house.And
when she didn't listen to him,

rnrder the ground and flew behind
.fack. He was dead, of course,so
you could seethrough him. But he

he got very angry.
The Doctor was a very
ugly, old skeleton and he

lrld a funny red nose and it shone in the dark.
"l scarepeople everyyear,Zero," Jack Skellington said quietly to his t
'W'hy
dog. "ltt boring and I'm tired. I dont want to hear another scream.

was not a nice man. After his
accident, he couldn't walk.

tlo I do it?"
"Now I understand...he'sbored," Sallythought sadly."He wants to

He made Sally,from old
clothes, becausehe wanted

elrlnge his life...and I want to changemine, too."
She looked around the churchyard.
"['ll take someof thoseflowers,"she thought. "l'll put them in the
l)Octort drink again tonight so he'll sleep.But this time, when he's
'we'll be
slccping,I'll run away.I'll find Jack and maybe he'll go with me.
li'cc!"
A sound came through the treesfrom a long way away.
"Selly?til/here are you?" It was the Doctor and he was very angry'

a strong young woman in
his house. Her clotheswere
not very preffy, but she had
beautiful long red hair.

rnf nlrr, tfl o n 1 , r tl . r ' l r t c r l . r r ,' ( r rF) vcr yb o d y e n jo ys a ce le b r a tio n wi th thei r fri ends and fami l v.
W lrr. rry r r u r t , l t , l n , t l t ' y o t l b lr tlr r l.ly,p e o p le g ive p r e se n tsto yo u.

)

Chanter I - Hirllowecutown'.sScariest Skeleron

"l'tn coming!" Sallyshouted.

C H A PIER
Chaptcr 2 -A

A Door to a New \World
"Nobo$,is a/iaid here!"Jacbthougbt.
'Theyaren'tscreaming.
Nobodyidead!"

f

ack walked through the churchyard and into rhe dark woods. His
head was down and his eyeswere on the ground. He walked for a long

J
time and he thoughr about his future, without much hope.
After almost rwo hours, he stopped and looked around him. His eyes
opened wide.
"\(/here am I? \What is this?" he askedZero.

Door to a New \World

.fackliked the door with the green tree and pretry decorations,so he
nroved nearer.But before he could put his hand on the door, it opened.
A strong, cold winter wind pulled him inside the tree and the door closed
rlrrickly. He screamed,but only Zero heard. AndZero couldn't help' The
little dog stayedunder the tree and waited. He waited all night.
'l.he cold winter wind took
Jack to a new and wonderful place. Here,
cvcrything was white and it was very cold. Jack knew nothing about
snow and he took some in his hand.

Jack was in the middle of some very large rreesand each tree had a
beautiful door in it. on the doors were strangepicturesand eachdoor
was different. one of the doors had a green tree with decorations on
it' of course,ir was a christmas rree, but Jack didn t know anything
about christmas rrees.one door had a prerty egg with yellow fowers
on it. It was the Easterdoor, but Jack knew nothing about Easter.The
Thanksgiving Day door had avery big bird with a small head.

"W'hat is this?" he thought.
Hc made a ball and threw it. Therr he laughedhappily.
He stood on the top of a mountain and hc looked down at a pretry
littlc town. It was very different from H:rlloweentown.There were
lrt.irutifullights on the housesand decorationson the trees.Peoplemoved
lrrrppilyacrossthe ice on strange,long shoes.They laughedand sang.
"Nobody is afraid here!" Jack rhought. "They aren't screaming.
rk rrorrr l l o r r r , r L k r ' r I r l . r r r zi' ( r r g ll) De co r a tio n sa r e p r e ttyth in g sonchri stmastrees,onw al l s,
, 'rrf f r w r r r r f r r w i \ . r r r r ' 1 t ,t4 t' ur le r o r ,ttc th e ir h o u se swith ch r i stmas l i ohts

Nobocly'sdead!"

'l'hc Nightmare
Before Chrisrmas

Chapter 2

A Door to a Ncw Vorld

Jack felt very happy, too.
"This is the prettiest place in the world," he thought.
Then he looked up and he saw the name of this place above the
StrCCt-CH zu STMASTOV/N.
"That's a funny name for a place!" he thought. "Bur I think I'm going
to like it here!"
Jack started to move down the mountain. He didnt know anyrhing
about snow or ice, of course.So when he started to walk, his feet flew
out from under him. He moved, on his boftom, as fast as a river down a
mountain.
"This is very funny," he thought. "Maybe they're inviting me to
Christmastown! I hope they are.This place is grear!"
At the bottom of the mounrain he sat for a minure and looked at the
beautiful world in front of him. He felt h"ppy and warm inside.
Then he stood up. He looked up at rhe sky and laughed.
"I want to seeeverything here!" he thought. "l want to run and
jump! I want to sing and dance! I'm not an old dead skeletonwithout
feelings-I'm living again! But what happens in this place?I'm going to
look around!"

It was morning in Halloweentown and the Mayor stood outside Jackt
Irorrse.He wanted to start making plans for next year'scelebrations.
'l'lrcre were only three hundred sixry-four days before Halloween! But
firt'l<clidn't open his door. The Mayor shouted.There was no answer.
'l'here were somevampiresin the street,so he askedthem about Jack.
"Wc'll try to find him for you, Mayor!" they said.
'l'hc vampiresaskedwitches and skeletonsaround town. "\flhere's
frrrli? [)o you know?"
"$/c don't know but we'll help you," they said.
l,rlcr that day everybody knew-Jack was not in Halloweentown! But
wlrcrt'washe?NobodyleavesHalloweentown!

ActivitiesZ
The N i ghtmareB eforeC hri s tmas

2.r Wereyou right?

t,l Languagein use

Look back at your answersto Activity 1.2 on page iv. Then look at the
picture and finish these sentences.
1 Theskeletons's
nameis
2 Thedoor in thistreegoesto

Look at the sentencesin the
box.Thenfinishthese sentences
with the words below.Write the
letters, a-e.

When the Mayorstartedtalking
aboutthe scariestvampires,
Jack
watkedaway.
The Doctordidn't tikeit when she
left the house.

1 When Saltvdidn'tlistento the Doctor,

3 Thenameof the holidayis

2

Whenthe DoctorfetlasleeP,

4 On the doorthereis a green

3 WhenJackwent into the tree,

5 On the treethereare

4 Jack'sfeetflew out from underhim
startedlookingfor Jack
5 Thevampires

a Zerowaitedfor
him.
b whenhe watkedon
the iceand snow.
c Sattyran away.
d whenthe Mayor
coutdn'tfind him.
e he got very angry.

La What's next?
2.2

Look at the pictures betow.Which witt be new to the peopleof
Halloweentown,do you think?

What more did you learn?
Match the names on the left with the sentenceson the right.
1 Vampires
2 Witches
3 Mayor
4 Satty
5 Doctor

a He is the bossof the town and he
likesto talk.
,

b He is an old skeletonand he can't
walk very we[[.
c Theyweartatl btackhatsandthey

ftv.
d He likesto followJack.
e Theyliketo drinkblood.

t Shewantsto run awayand havea
6 Zero

tights

moreexciting[ife.

Y.o'

t,
"'

'lt

SantaClaus

CHAPTER

Jack'sChristmasPlans
"Do toysscarelinle boys?"ashedan ugly old witch. Jach thought,
" They'llneuerunderstandChristmas."

n the night of December 24, the night before Christmas,
everybody in Christmastown was very h"ppy. Santa Claus came on
this night every year with toys for good girls and boys. Ar nine o'clock
most of the children were in their beds and the youngesr were asleep.But
a lot of older children couldn't sleepbecausethey were very excited. So
they closed their eyesand waited for the sound of Santa Claust feer.
Jack Skellington walked around-the town and looked through rhe
windows of the pretry little houses.He saw the children in their beds and
he could seea Christmas rree in every house. Each tree had beautiful red
and green decorations on it and pretry lights. He loved everything in this
place. Suddenly, he had a great idea.
"l'm going to go back to Halloweentown," he thought. "l've got a
greatplan!"

t oy / f ,f/ ( r r ) C h i l d r c n p l a y with to ys. fo y ca r sa r e n o t r e a lly cars.

Chapter3 - Jack'sChrisrmasPlans

Sallywasbusyin her kitchenwith the flowersfor the Doctor'sdrink.
"He'll sleepa long time afterhe drinks this," shethought'
,.twheretmy drink?" the Doctor shoutedfrom anotherroom.
"lt's almost ready,"SallYshouted.
Sherook it to him and warchedcarefully.He put his nosenearthe
(up.
"'W'hatdid you put in my drink tonight?"he askedher'
"l put somehot wat€r'somemilk, somesugar"
"'
..You
"You did
didn't pur any fowers in it, I hope," saidthe old man.
rhrrtro me before.I remember!Youwanredto run away.I remember
thar.too!"
,,Flowers?
You arefunny," saidSally."Drink it and then I'll bring your
t lin n e r. "
"l want you to drink somefirst,"he said'
"lt's very hot, so I'll takea little on my spoon,"shesaid'
Sallytook a spoonwith holes in it from her skirt. Sheput the cup near
her mouth and usedthe spoon.The drink fell through the holesand back
into the cup.The old mant eyeswerenot very good,so he didnt seeit'
i
"Very nice," saidSally."Now you drink it'"
Shegavehim the cup and the Doctor drank it. Then he fell asleep
with his headon the table.Sallyput a warm .iacketoverhim and sheran
()utthe door.
They
It waslateat night but nobodyin Halloweentownwasasleep.
\Where
washe?'I'hewitchesdidnt screamand the
wereverysadaboutJack.
vampirechildrendidnt wanr to play.Everythingwasquiet.The Mayor was
he couldnt plan the next Halloweenwithout Jack'
because
rhc saddest
Suddenly,he hearda dog.
"[.isten!Is that Zero?."
shoutedthe Mayor'
'l'hen anothersound-a srrangesound-came from behind the large
tkrorsin the wall aroundHalloweentown.When the doorsopened,Jack
it
hofe/hool/(n) Whenyou cut a holein something,you canseethrough '
il

Chapter3 - Jack'sChrisrmasPlans

l'hc NightmareBeforeChrisrmas

arrived in a big red sleigh. zero flew behind him and his big red nose lit
the way. The witches, skelerons,and vampiresjumped up and down and
laughed.
Everybody shouted, 'Jackt back!"
'Jack! \X/here were you?" asked the Mayor.
"I'll tell you...I'll tell everybody!"
Jack said loudly. "I wanr everybody
in town to come here in nvo hours."
Sally was in the woods when she heard about Jack from one of the
witches. She wanted to listen to Jack so she went back inro town.
"The Doctor's asleep,so I have time," she thought.
In the center of town Jack, stood on a box in front of the witches,
skeletons,and vampires. A lot of small black animals flew around
excitedly.
"I want to tell you about a wonderful place!Its name is
Christmastown,"fack said.

"Christmastown?\fhat's that?" some witches asked.
"lt's a world of wonderful white snow. It's a beautiful place, a happy
lrlace.Look at this!" Jack said.
He showed them a Christmas tree. Everybody'seyesopened wide'
'And look!This is a
present!" he shouted.
He took a box with
l)retrypaper from under
tlrc tree and showedit to
them.
"\7hat is it?" an ugly
old vampire asked.He
lrrd a very white face,very
black hair, and a very red
rnouth.
'A presentis a box
with pretty paper around
it...and inside...,"Jack
said slowly.
"\7hat's inside?"called
ir witch.
"'We don't know," Jack answered.
"Don't know? \fhy not?" The people of Halloweentown didn't
trnderstand.
Quickly, Jack took off the paper and opened the box'
"Inside, there'sa toy!" said Jack. He showed them a child's toy'
'A boy? That is strange!"said one of the skeletons'
"Not a boy! A @" shoutedJack'
"Do toys scarelittle boys?"askedan ugly old witch'
Jack thought, "They'll neverunderstandChristmas.''

s feigh / r l c r / ( n ) S a nt a c l a u s d r ive s a sle ig ha cr o ssth e sky o n th e ni ght before ch ri stmas.

t2

present I'prtzentl (n) People give you presentson your birthday

CHAPTER

'l'he NightmareBe[oreChrisrmas

Then he had a good idea."Maybe they'll understandrhis."
He lookedat eachof them very carefullyand he spokequietly and
slowly.
"There's very old man in Christmastown,"Jacksaid."Het big and
^
round with long, white hair. His clothesarered and he fies through the
night sky in a big red sleigh.He shoutsloudly and laughs!Theycall him
SantaClaus!He puts presenrsunder Christmastreesinsideeveryhouse.
\7hen the childrenwakeup in the morning, they find rhem.Then they
openthem."
EverybodywasexcitedwhenJackfinishedhis story.They werea little
scared,too, and that wasgood.
Jackleft and went home. "How can I tell them about Christmas?"he
thought. "I haveto find a betterway.First, t havero understand."
Later that night in his bed,Jacklookedin a lot of books.He read

Chemicalsfor Jack
Sallythought,"What doesthis mean?DoesJachloueme,or not?
Or is somethingbadgoing to haPPen?"

ally's drink for the Doctor didnt work very well. It wasn't very strong,
so the Doctor woke up after three hours. He could move fast in
his chair and he found Sally.He took her back home and put her in her
r()om at the top of the old house.
"You won't do that to me again!" the Doctor shouted angrily'
"lt was a...a mistake!"
shcsaid.
She thought, "\(/hY
tlidn't I put more fowers in

Christmas stories and he found

rlrc drink? How did I make

Christmas songs.Bur what were
they really about?
"Maybe the Doctor can help

tlnt sruprd mistake?"
Now she was in her
room and couldn't get out.
Jack arrived in the

me," Jack thought. "Maybe his
chemicals will teach me more
about toys, decorations,and

rnorning. Sally heard him
fiom her room.
"Why is Jack here?'lshe

Christmas trees!I'll go to his
house and discusseverything

rlrought.

with him in the morning."

She tried to listen to the
(.otrversationberween the Doctor and Jack. She couldnt hear Jack very
wcll, but she heard the Doctor'
.,'[hke
thesechemicals,Jack, but be careful. They're very dangerous.I
nrtde a mistakeone time and...look at me in this chair"'
home. He opened some
Jack took the bottlesof chemicalsand wenr
ol'rhe bottles. very carefully, he pur rhcm over fire. He put a toy boat
irrto the bottle of greenchemicals.He put the bottle over the fire and

c hemic a f s/ ' k r : r r r r k : r l z( n
l ) D o cto r s u se b o ttle s o f ch e m ica lswh e n thev w ant answ ersto
questions They use the chemkals for tests.

t4

wrttched.
lt

The NighrmareBeforeChristmas

Nothing happened.Then he
cut some Christmas paper and
put ir into some red chemicals.
Again, nothing happened.
He worked for hours, but he
didn't learn very much about
Christmas.
"\(/har will happen when
I put decorations into these
chemicals?"Jack thought. He
put some in and a green light
shone.
From Sallyt window, she saw
the green light in Jackt window.
She wanted to go ro him and
help him. She felt somerhing strangeinside-a h"ppy and sad
feeling.

For the first time in her life shefelt love.she reallywasin lovewith
Jack.
"I wanr to be his wife," Sallythoughr."How can I
get awayfrom rhe
Doctor?I can'tstayhere!"

Chapter4 - Chemicalsfor Jack

Sally put her bottle into his mailbox and ran away. She couldn't stay
,rnd talk to him. She wanted to but she couldnt. Sally was a quiet girl
,rnd she never said very much to anybody.
Jack watched her and felt warm inside.
Vhen she was near the walls of the town, Sally sat down.
"He smiled at md" she thought excitedly.
There was a pretty flower next to her and she pulled it out of the
glound. She began to pull off the petals and to repeat thesewords:
"He loves me," she said. She pulled offthe second petal. "He loves me
not..." she said. She did this again and again.
Strangely,the flower in her hand began going around and around very
tirst. It changed into a beautiful, small Christmas tree with pretry lights!
'l'hen, suddenly, the little Christmas tree was on fire. There was nothing
in her hand. She sat there in the cold, dark night for a long time and
tried to understand.
"'What does this mean?" she thought. "Does Jack love me' or not? Or
is something bad going to happen?Are Jack'splans for Christmas a big
mistake?"

Sally stood at her window for a long time, without much hope.
"I have to help
Jack!" she thought.
so she made a presenrfor him. She put some dry fowers, some
brack
vegetables,and some green warer inro a bottle. \with the bomle in
her
hand, she stood at her open window and looked down. It was
a long way
to the ground, but she wasn'r afraid. She jumped.
\X/hen she hit the ground, one of her arms fell off.
"Not again!" she said. But she took
the arm with her other hand and
it
1'lrt on again very quickly.
'l'hc. she ran
toJackt houseas fast as she could. She stood under his
wirrtbw e.d looked up. At that sameminure,
Jack looked down. when
tht'i't'y.s rrcr, hc sr'iled. suddenly, he felr really happy-but
why? He
c<lrr
l..lrr'r rrrrrlr.r'st
lrrrtl.
petal /'pcgl/(n) Red flowers have a lot of red petals

Activities
3
TheNightmareBeforeChristmas

3.1

Wereyou right?
1 Lookbackat Activity 2.4.Matchthe pictures
with the words.

toys
presents
SantaClaus

lf Languagein use

It'sveryhot,so l'lttakea littteon
my sPoon.

Lookat the sentencesin the box.
Thenmaketwo sentencesinto one
with so or because.

TheMayorwasthe saddest
becausehe couldn'tptannext
withoutJack.
Halloween

TheDoctorwasasleep.
Sallywentto the town'scenter.
lhg.!o9.-!or ygf qf legp,,s9Sgrii;y.gr:i:J9 j.l9.Jgyr..q .? Lgt ..
Nobodyknewanythingabout
Jacktotd a scarystoryaboutSantaClaus.
Christmas.

steigh
didn'treallyunderstand.
3 Jackhadto finda betterway.They

2 Now write the samewordsin thesesentences.
On the nighr beforeChrisrmas,
fills his

. with bagsof

4 Jackwantedsomehelp.Hewentto the Doctorfor somechemicals.

for him.
Shemadea present
5 Saltywantedto helpJack.

.
for good girls and boys. When they
open them, they find wonderful d

J; What's next?

r.z What more did you learn?
Circlethe bestword.
1
2
3
4
5

Satty's
spoonhasholes/ icein it.
Jackarrivesin Ha[loweentown
in a bus/ sleigh.
WhenJackopensthe present,
thereis a boylfoy inside.
Jacktellseverybody
in Haltoweentown
aboutsanfaClaus
/ witches.
booksaboutChristmas
Jack's
hetp/ don,t helphim.
6 TheDoctorgivesJacksomestrongdrinks/ chemicals.
7 Satlywantsto visit/ marry)ack.
8 satlythinksthat everybody
wirthavea good/bad Christmas.
lti

Readthe nameof Chapter6 andthe sentences
in italicsbelowit. Thendiscussthe pictures
in that chapter.What do you think of Jack's
helpers?Circleyour answers.
e[iz
1 Arethey'young\61
2 Are they good or bad?
dangerous
or funny?
3 Aretheygoingto do something
4 Aretheygoingto makeJackhappyor unhappy?

or stupid?
5 Aretheyintelligent
Halloween
or Christmas?
6 Dotheyunderstand
l9

CHAPTER

ChaPter5 -Jack's Great ldea

Jack'sGreatIdea
"Weregoingto ltaueChristmasin Halloweentowntbisyear.
Youwill haueto worh hard, but it will be wonderful."

ack worked hard all night with the chemicals,but he didnt find any
answersto his questions.\7hat was Chrisrmas?\What did it mean?
J
He stood at his open
window and thought hard.
"How do thesethings
f

work?" he thought. "\Vhy do
people in Christmastown uant

,.'wake

up!'we have to talk to everybody tonight!" Jack told him

cxcitedly.
"OK, Jack. But it's very early.Go away now," the Mayor said'
Later, the Mayor called everybody to the townt center'
Thank you' I have a new plan"'
Jack said, "Everybody'shere, I see'
Everybody listened carefullY'
..'W'eire
You will
going to have Christmas in Halloweentown this year.
have to work hard, but it will be wonderful!"
"'Will it be really scary?"askeda vampire'
"No, not scary...but happy!" answeredJack'
to stoP
The Mayor thought, "This is a strangeplan' but I'm not going
him. vhen they are happily celebratingchristmas in Halloweentown'
they'll be happy with me, too."
,,I
make christmas cakes.can you do
Jack said, wanr the witches to

to sing when they seerhese
decorations?Vhy are people
excited when they open these

that, witches?"
"Yes,Jack, we alwayscook wonderful things' \7e can make cakes
without any problem!" theY said'
They laughed and started discussingideasfor the cakes'
to make red and green decorations'
Jack said, "I want the vampires
OK, vampires?"
,,can
we use blood for the red decorations?"askedone young

presents?"
He stood there for hours.
\flhen it was almost
morning, Jack found the
answer.
"I know! It's easy!\Jflhy
didn't I think of this before?"
he shouted.He jumped up and

vampire.
"No, ,to blood in the decorations,please!"said Jack'
Then the Doctor arrived.
"Doctor!You're here!Thank you," saidJack' "Can you pleasemake

down excitedly.
" Halloween town can have
Christmas! Vhy not?'\7'ecan
'we

make decorationsand put them on a tree!
can put presenrsunder the
'we
tree!
can make presentsfor every little boy and girl. And this year I'll
be SantaClaus."
He shouted happily, "Chrisrmas will be ours!"
It was time for another meeting. He couldn't wair, so he ran to the
Mayor's house.The Mayor was asleep.

four reindeer for SantaClaus'ssleigh?"
of reindeer'
Jack showed the Doctor a picture
"Can you do it?" he asked.
"Of course,Jack.I'll start now," said the Doctor'
'Ihe Doctor left and threeyoung boys arrived'
,.Jack,
"Be careful! lt's oogie Boogie'sboys!"
Jack!" said the Mayor.
sleigh'
(n) Rerndeer
are largeanimals'Theypull SantaClaus's
reindeer/'rerndrr/
2l

CHAPTER

Chapter6 - JacksLittle HelPers

Jack'sLittle Helpers
Jach'sthreeyounghelpershad a uerydffirent ideaabout Christmasin
Halloueentown-so the nightmarebeforeChristmastaasbeginning.

ock, Shock, and Barrel were three young boys. They were

Halloweentown'sfamoustrick-or-treaters and they playeda lot of
tricks on everybodyin town. They alwayshad a plan, and their plans
wereneververy nice.

Oogie Boogiewent around the woodsat night and atea lot of
tnimals. He drank their blood. Sometimeshe atepeople,too! He was t
illwayshungry.He didnt like good childrenand they werereallyafraid
'Whenhe scared
of him. He wasthe scariestthing in Halloweentown'
children,they ran to Jack.oogie Boogiewasdifferentfrom everybodyin
he didnt like Jack. The Mayor didnt like oogie
l{alloweentownbecause
lloogieor his bad boys.So his eyesopenedwide when he sawoogie's
Nobody in town liked their boss,Oogie Boogie.He wasa big, round
bag full of maggots!He had a big head,short legs,and long armsand
sometimesthe maggotsfell out of him through holesin the bag.

boys.
,.'why

doesJackwanr to talk to them?" he thought. "Is he crazy?"
"l want you threeboysto
Jackspokevery quietly into eachboy'sear.
rlo somethingfor me. But don't tell anybody.It's very important' Nobody
r'lln know."

trick or treat /,lrrk :rr 'trit/ On Halloween,trick-or-treatersare children.Theyaskfor candy(a
t reat ) Whe nth eydo n'tget it , t hey play at r ic k ony ou. You d o n o t k n o w t h a t i t i s g o i n g t o
happen.Sometimes
the trick is funny,but usuallyit is not nice.
(nl Maggotsare smallanimals.Theyliveon old, bad meat.
maggot/'rrriut;:rr/

"\flhar?This isnt possible!"the Mayor thought. "why is Jackmaking
lrlanswith them?Vhatt he saying?"
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Chapter6 - JacksLittle HelPers

But christmaswasnow in dangeroushands.Jacl/sthreeyoung
helpershad a very differentideaaboutchristmasin Halloweentown-so
the nightmare beforeChristmaswasbeginning'
loved
Lock, Shock,and Barrellovednightmaresasmuch asthey
they started
rricks.lwhen they got to their home at the top of a big tree,
planningtheir trick on Jack.
"Jackis a stupid skeleton!"they laughed'
L o c k s a id , . .H e w a n t s u s t o g o t o C h r i s t m a s t o w n a n d g e t S a n t a C l a u s ?
\we'll scare
\re'll bring Santabackhere...butwe won't givehim to Jack!
him with our tricks!"
idea'
Shockwasmore intelligentthan Lock and he had a becer
.,Lisren...'w'e'll
gersanraclaus and put him in our biggestHalloween
But then
bag!,'saidShock."\re'll bring him hereand showhim to Jack.
big fat man
*Jlgiu. him ro oogie Boogie!oogie will reallyenjoythat
for his dinner!"
,,Grear!,,
shoutedBarrel."That will teachJackSkellingtona lesson!"
laughedand dancedaroundthe room.
The threetrick-or-trearers
'Ihen they got busywith their plan'
"One last thing..." Jack said to the boys. "Don'r tell Oogie Boogie.I
don't want him to know anything!"
"Of course,Jack," the three trick-or-treaters said. "'We wont say a
word to Oogie Boogie about this."
They ran away with big smiles on their faces.'Werethey happy about
Jack'simportant job? Or did they have other plans?Did Jack do the right
thing or did he make a big mistake?
"'l'his is going to be wonderful," thought

Jack. "This is the happiest
clayof my life. Those three trick-or-rreaters are going ro do something
goocl fbr the first time in their lives.And this time there'll be no rricks."
llvcrybocly in Halloweenrown wanted to help with his Christmas
l)lrurs.Nothirrgcould be better.
nightm a r e ( n ) / ' r r i r r l r r r lr Yo
/ u h a ve n ig h tm a r e s wh e n yo u a r e sl eepi ng.They make you afrai d,
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Activities
4
TheNightmare
BeforeChristmas

4.1

Wereyou right?

$

look backat Activity 3.4.Arethesesentences
aboutLock,shock,and
Barrelright (/l or wrong (I)?

Lookat the sentences
in the box.Then
finishthesesentences
with the right form
of the adjective.

1 Theyarethreeof Halloweentown,s
chitdren.
2

Languagein use

He wasthe scariestin
Ha[[oweentown.
Shockwasmore careful
thanLock.

Everybody
in Haltoweentown
tikesthem.
Theywantto helpJackwith hisChristmas
ptans.
TheytakeSantaClausto OogieBoogie.

5 Theyareveryintelligent.

1 Jacksaid,"Thisisthe . ..........."1?.ppi.9"lJ..dayof my tife."(happy)
,. thanthe Mayor.(excited)
2 Jackwas
3 Shocksaid,"We'l[getSantaandput him in our

6 Theyunderstand
nothingaboutChristmas.

+.2What more did you learn?

Ha[oweenbag."(big)
. . . . .t.h a nt h et r i c k - o r -

O o g ieB o o g ie
w a s. . . " . . . . . . . .
treaters.(scary)
Thethreetrick-or-treaters'plan
wastheir
trick.(dangerous)

Who is speaking?

1 .. . ".ler{

,E
We can make
: cqkes without
1
ony probleml

tr
. ' We won't say o

,E
l Be i l

coreful!
I lt's Oogie |
Boogie's
t, boys!

7
8

A

C onw e use bl ood,
for the red
decorotions?

z

We'll bring Santa bock
here but we won't
grve him to Jack!
)(t

word to Oogie
Boogie
about this.
).

g
., i That will
.. teach Jack
' Skellington a
lesson!

tl

What's next?
Readthe namesof Chapters7 and 8 and the sentencesin italics below
Write Yes
What is goingto happen?
them.Thenlook at the pictures.
or No.
1
2
3
4

JackwantsSattyto makea redjacketandgreenpantsfor him.
anima[.
Thetrick-or-treaters
bringJacka Halloween
TheDoctormakessomehorses
for Jack.
job.
Jackisgoingto do SantaClaus's

5
6
7
I

andBarrel.
SantaClaus's
sisteropensthe doorto Lock,Shock,
"Whatdoes'trick-or-treat'
mean?".........
asksLock,
Shock,
andBarrel,
Santa
put SantaClausin a bigbox.
Thetrick-or-treaters
SantaClausisgoingto drivehissteightonight.

C H AP T ER

Big Mistakes
Santa wanted to ash, "What does 'trich-or-treat'mean?"
But theyput a big bag ouer his head beforehe could asb his question.

C hapterT-B i gMi s tak es

"l'll make them for you, Jack. But I think it's a mistake," she said
sadly.
Sally could make clothesvery well and she did aYery good job on
Jackt new red pants and jacket. \7hen she finished her work, she left his
house.She walked to the center of town.
Jack'snext visitors were Lock, Shock, and Barrel. They arrived with a
very big Halloween bag. But they did not have candy inside the bag this
time.
"Jack,we caught him!" they shouted.
"Open it! Let's seehim!" said Jack excitedly.
But when the three boys
opened the bag, Jack'seyesand
mouth opened wide. He did not
seean old man in red clothes.
He saw an animal with very
long ears.It jumped out of the
bag and ran around the room.
Up and down, up and down.
"'!?'hat's that?" Jack asked.
"lt's not SantaClaus!"
"Isn't it?" askedShock.

ot one witch, vampire, or skeleton in Halloweentown could say
"No" to Jack.Vhen he askedfor happy music, he got it. \When he
askedfor cakes,decorations,and roys, he got them. But when he asked
Sally for some red clothes, she didn't wanr ro make them. She wasn'r
h"ppy about Jack'splan. She thought about the Chrisrmas rree on fire in
her hand and she felt afraid.
"Jack, listen to me," Sally said. "This isn't going to work."
"Yes,it is! You can do it. I only wanr a wonderful red SantaClaus
jacket and some red pants!" Jack answeredhappily. He could think of
nothing but his clothesfor Christmas.

"But we went through the
door in the tree," said Lock.
"Which door?" askedJack.
"The door with the egg and
the yellow fower," said Barrel.
"You went through the
wrong door!" Jack said. "Go
back and go through the door
with the Christmastree on it.
And take this thingback to its
tree!"
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C hapterT-B i gMi s tak es

"It was Lockt mistake!" said Shock.
"It was Barrel'smistake!" said Lock.

ln Christmastown Santa Claus was busy, too. His helpers' beautiful
toys were almost ready.He looked at the names of the children in

The angry words turned into a fight. Shock hit Lock and Barrel hit
Shock. Jack watched them for a minute or rwo. Then he moved very

Christmastown. He had a present for each child.
'Are the cakesready,Mrs. Claus?"he called to his wife.

quickly and scaredthem with the sound of his skeleton arms.
Usually he only did that on Halloween night.

In the kitchen, Mrs. Claus smiled. She loved cakesand she enioyed
her job on the night before Christmas very much.

The boys, afraid, jumped and ran out of the door. The animal with the
long earsfollowed them.
"Take that thing back to its tree and bring Santa Claus here," Jack
shouted behind the three trick-or-treaters. "And be nice to Sanra!"
\fhen they were in the woods again, Shock turned to his friends. "How
did we make that mistake?" he asked.
"'$(/hen I saw the egg and flower on the tree'sdoor..." Lock said slowly.
Shock said, "You shouted'decorations'and we went inside!You stupid

"Here comes the last one!" she shouted happily.
Santa Claus said, "I'm going to get the reindeer.They have to pull a
very heavy sleigh tonight, so I'll give them more food and water."
"Good idea!" his wife said.
Suddenly,there was a loud noise at their front door.
"'Whot that?" Santashouted to his helpers.
But his helperswere singing loudly and happily in the next room, so
they didn't hear him.

boy!"
Everybody in Halloweentown was very busy and Jack watched rhem
happily. The Doctor came with his reindeer and they were almost as big
as horses.
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"l'll answer the door!" he called to his wife.
\7hen he opened it, he saw three strangechildren in very srrangedark
clothes.
"Tlick or rrear!" they shouted.

CHAPTER

SantaClaus is Comitg to Town
"Hi, SantaClaus!"saidJachhappily."Im goingto giueyou a Cbristmaspresent.
ThisyearI'll beSantaClaus,soyou won'thaueto worh."

vampires finished making Christmas lightsJ n Halloweentown, the
I with little skeletonheads.The youngestwitches finished making their
toys-wonderfully dangeroustoys. Jack'splans for Christmas, the most
important thing in his life, were almost ready.But he didn't look at the
lights and the toys before they went into the bags.

Santawantedto ask,"\(/hat does'trick or treat'mean?"But theyput
a big bagoverhis headbeforehe could askhis question.From insidethe
bag,he shoutedfor his wife and helpers,but they didnt hearhim.

"Now I candress,"he
thoughthappily."Sally,bring
my clothes,please!"he said.
ShebroughtJackhis new
redjacketand pantsand he
put them on.
"Thesearewonderful!How
do I look?"he askedSally.
"l liked you betterin black
clothes,Jack,"shesaidsadly.
But Jackwasexcitedand
he didnt listento her answer.
He ran out the door to his
wonderfulsleigh.In the
backof the sleightherewasa
and strange
mountainof big bags,full of dangeroustoys,scaryPresents,
on Hdloween nighr with
packages.
Jackwasashappyasa trick-or-trearer
a big bagfull of candy.
Beforehe got into the sleigh,he heardsomebodyshout,"Jack!"
He turned and therewereLock, Shock,and Barrelwith a very big bag.
"Het in here!Andhe'sreallyheavy!"shoutedBarrel'
"Let'sput him down!" saidShock.
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"Ler me our!" shoured the old man inside rhe bag.
They opened the bag and sanra claus fell out. His face was as red as
his jacket and pants. His hair was as white as snow. He looked around
and he saw rhe ugliest people in the world. He was in a nighrmare and
everybody was a skeleton or a witch or a vampire!
"'S(/'here
am I?" he thought.
"Hi, Santa Claus!" said
Jack happily. "I'm going to give you a
christmas present.This year I'll be Santa claus, so you wont have to
work. You can sit down and enjoy a quiet night here in Halloweentown!
I'll do everything. Look! I have a sleigh, presenrs,a red jacket and pants!"
santa claust eyesopened wide. "\vhat does he mean?" he thought.
"This is the happiest night of the year for me!The children are waitingand I m going to be late! But I..." he startedro say.
"Itt OK," said Jack. "You can have a vacation."
"This is a nightmare!" Sanrathought. But he couldn't speakbecause
he couldnt find the right words.
"Come with us, Santa.'We'll take you to
Jack'shouse and you can
sleepthere," said Shock.
"But I don't utantto sleep!"Santa shouted.
The three trick-or-treaters took him away, but not to
Jack'shouse.
"This is a nightmare," Sally thought. "I have to do something!"
Then she had an idea. Quickly, she walked away and began working
on her plan. First, she had ro ger the right chemicals.
BeforeJack could leavein his sleigh, the Mayor called everybody into
the town's center. He wanted to say goodbye to Jack becausehe wanted

Chaprer 8 - SantaClaus is Coming to Town

"The reindeercant seetheir noses!"Jacksaid."'Wecant leavenow."
"Oh no! No Christmas!"everybodycried."No presents!"
There was only one personin Halloweentownwith a smile on her face.
Sallywash"ppy with her fog.
"Jackwill understandone day.I had to do this," shethought. "I'm
doingit for him."
Shewalked nearerso shecould seeJackt face.
"Is he very sad?"shethought."I hopenot."
But Jackwasrit very sad.His eyeswere on Zero'sred nose.It shonein
the dark and it shonein the fog!
"\fill you show us the way, Zero?"Jackaskedhis little friend.
Zero couldnt sayno. He jumped up and down happily.
"Goodbye,everybody!"Jackshouted.
Zero jumped onto the first reindeert back and they few up through
the fog and acrossthe night sky.
Everybodyin Halloweentownlaughedand shoutedhappily.Only one
personhad a sadface.
"GoodbyeJack,"saidSallyquietly.Then shelookedup and said, r
"Theret somethingin the wind. \What'sgoing to happento Jacktonight?
It wont be good...bugI hopeI'm wrong."

everybody to look at him.
Vhen he finished speaking,something very srrangehappened.
"\What'shappening?"
Jack cried.
He looked around at the black sky, but it wasnt black. A thick, white
fog, as thick as the worst London fog in an old black-and-white movie,
moved inro the town. Nobody could seeanything.
f og ( n ) l l u q , l s < t / W h e n th e r e is fo g o u tsid e , d r ive r s ca n n o t see.
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s.l Wereyou right?

l,t Languagein use

Look back at Activity 4.4. Only one sentence was right. Changethe
words in green to the right words.

"l'l[ make them for you,

Look at the sentencein the box.Then
write sentencesabout these pictures.

Jack."

red

1 JackwantsSallyto makea redjacketand
oantsfor him.
Thetrick-or-treaters
bringJacka Hailoween
anima[.
TheDoctormakessomehorses

forJack.

SantaC[aus's
sister

opensthe doorto Lock,Shock,

and Barrel.
Santaasks,,,...
'trick-or-treat'
mean?"

. Lock,Shock,
and Barrel,"Whatdoes

6 Thetrick-or-treaters
put SantaClausin a big box .
7 SantaClaus
tsgotngto drivehissteightonight.
5.2

What more did you learn?
Writethe numberson the pictures.
1
2
3
4

Whoisn'thappyabourJack's
plan?
Whoor whatdo Lock,
Shock,
andBarrel
takefirst?
WhatdoesJacktakefromSantaClaus?
WhatdoesSa[[ymake?
'I

1

i i answer , t

2

4
5

3

1. What'snext?
Lookat the first four picturesin Chapters9 and 10.Whatis happening?
Writea sentenceabouteachpicture.
1
2
3
4
37

CHAPTER

Chapter 9 - DangerousToys for Good Girls and Boys

DangerousToysfor
Good Girls and Boys
Some toyssreamed and some tllt kughed wildly.
One uery long toy animal started eating the Christmas tree,l

(W/here

are we going to take him?" askedBarrel.
"To
W
Oogie Boogie, of course," said Lock and Shock.
"That's right. I almost forgot!" Barrel said. "Oogie will like that!"

SantaClaus listened to thesethree strangelittle children. "'Who is
Oogie Boogie?"he thought. "\(hart going to happen to Christmas?"
Inside the bag, he felt very hot.
"I want you to open this bag now!" he shouted. "Christmas is about
love! Dont you know?"
"No!" they shouted. And then they laughed wildly.
Jack drove the sleigh acrossthe sky.In front of him, Zero's nosewas
as light as the morning sun. The
reindeer easilypulled the heary
sleigh with the presenrsin it. Jack
enjoyed every minute of his
new iob.
Jack had to go to the next house. He couldn't wait and watch the boy's
face.But when the child opened the present,he didn't smile. His face
went white and his mouth fell open. He screamedwildly.
Jack heard the boy'sscreamsand he smiled. "He likes it," Jack

He stopped his sleigh at each
house and put prerry presenrs
under each Christmas tree. In one
house, a little boy came down the
stairs and watched him. \(hen Jack

thought. "Nobody is scaredof me and I'm making everybodyhappy!"
After "Santa Claus" left their housesin the middle of the night, some

turned away from the Christmas
tree, he saw the young child.
"Here, little boy!A presentfrom

of the other children quietly left their beds.Their little feet slowly took
them down the stairs becausethey couldn't wait for Christmas morning.

Santa!" said Jack.And he gavethe
boy a present.

Each child carefully took a presentfrom under the tree and quietly
openedit. Then, with their mouths and eyeswide open...they screamed.

3u
\
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Problemsfor Jackand Santa
"I wanted to do somethinggood, Zero," said Jach. "Now looh at me.
Looh at the sleigh. Whereare the reindrer? We haue to fnd Santa Ckus."

Toys ran around Christmas treesafter rhe children. Heads jumped
out of boxesand scaredlittle girls and boys. Some toys screamedand
some toys laughed wildly. One very long toy animal started eadng the
Christmas tree!
The children ran as fast as they could up rhe stairs to their parents'
bedrooms.Their screamswoke up their baby brothers and sisters.They

here was only one h"ppy face in town. High above the police
station in a strangesleigh, a skeleton'ssmile shone. Inside his
head were pictures of happy children'sfaces.He had no idea about the

woke up their dogs and their cats.The children woke up their parents,
and their parentswoke up the police. It was the worst Chrisrmas of

problems below.

everybody'slives.. .and the scariest!

ready,too.

The police were busy becausethe telephone calls didn't stop.
"Turn off your lights and don't open your doors!" rhey said to the
mothers and fathers on the phone. "Yes,we know about this crazy man
in SantaClaust clothes.'We'll stop him. Dont go near him. He's very
dangerous."
"\fhat are we going to do?" a young policeman asked.
"Get our biggestguns," said his boss.
The police worked quickly. Then every policeman and policewoman
went outside and looked up into the sky.They had to do something.
They had to stop this man.

r

The police used their strongestlights. Their biggestguns were
But when Jacksaw their lights, he smiled again.
"They're celebratingthis wonderful night," he thought.
"Look, Zero!" he said to his little dog. "They're celebrating!They're
having a wonderful Christmas!"
Then a gun almost hit one of the reindeer.
"\7as that a mistake?"thought Jack. "Or are they shooting at us?"
The guns didnt stop and Jack started feeling scared.
"I dont like this. It's getting very dangerousup here," he said to Zero.
Zero put his head down and looked up at Jack with his big, sad eyes.
Suddenly,one of the policemen shot at Jack. It didn't hit him, but it
4l
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Chapter I0 - Problems for Jack and Santa

made a big hole in the sleigh.\When they shot again, it hit the sleigh for a
secondtime. The sleighbroke in rwo.
"No! \(hat are they doing?"
Jack cried. 'Are they crazy?'Wehave a lot
of toys on this sleigh!Think of the children!"
Suddenly,everyrhing began to fall and rhe reindeerflew away.Jack hit
the ground hard and one of his arms broke off. But worse than that, the
sleigh was on fire. Now he knew. His Christmas plan was a mistake.That
felt worsethan his head,his legs,or his arms.
Zero ran and brought Jack'sarm back to him. Jack put it back on easily.
"I wanted to do somethinggood, Zero," said
Jack."Now look at me.
Look at the sleigh.\Whereare rhe reindeer?\7e have to find Santa Claus.
Only he can change this nightmare inro a happy Christmas for the boys
and girls."
Jack quickly ran and found a churchyard.He jumped down a hole in
the ground and ran rhrough the dark woods back to Halloweentown.
\7hen the police startedshooting,Sallyheard the guns. She heard the
witchesin Halloweenrown,too.'Wltchesalwaysknow everythingand
they knew about the problems in Christmasrown.
"Jack'splan isn't working. Only Santa Claus can help him," she
thought. "\(/here can I find him?"
She thought about Lock, Shock,and Barrel.They were friendswith
()ogie Boogie.

"You'reold and ugly, but I'm going to eat you firr rny dinner!" Oogie
Boogiesaid ro Santa."l'm hungry, so I'll start thc fire now."
'l'hc
"No!" cried Santa."Please,
clrilcllenarewaiting for
don't eat nrc!
their Christmaspresents.
I haveto go.'l'hcy crur'tcclcbratcChristmas

"l'm going to go ro Oogie Boogie'shouse.I'll find SantaClaus rhere!"
shc thought.
-ILn minutes later, Sally stood outside the hole to Oogie Boogie's
dark,
dirty undergroundhouse.Shelooked down the hole and, of course,
Sanr:rCl:ruswas there.He was in a chair and he couldn't get out of it.
()ogie st(x)dover him. Shecould seemaggorsaround Oogiet mouth.

without me!"

Sorncclirnbeclup and down his arms. He dancedaround Sanraand
scrrrc'd
thc olrl rnarr.'l-hiswas Oogie Boogie'sidea of a good time.
,\:rllylrlcl to hcln Sanra(llar-rs.

scareeverybody!Are you afraiclof'rrrr'?"
"No, I am notl" Santa(llarrss:ricl.Hc rrrovedin his chair and tried to
get free."l'm Santa(llaus ancl I'rn not afi'aidof anybody."

SantaClaus!"
Oogie Boogielaughed."Go? Never'!Vrrr'rt'rlirrncr',
"'W'hatam I going to do?" Santrr(llrrtrstlrotrglrt."'fhis is the worst
placein the world!\Vhat's going to hrr1.r1.,cn
to (lhristmas?"
firc got biggerand hotter.
Oogie Boogiesangand laughecl.'l'hc
(llarrs,"
"l)o you know about me?I
"l am reallyhungry,Santa
hc srricl.
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Activities6
6.1

7

Wereyou right?

fJ Languagein use

Lookbackat Activity5.4.Thenlookagainat the first four picturesin
Chapters9 and 10.Tick(/l the right answers.
1 Jackisgivinga present
to a child.Heissaying,
a JJ "fnis wi[[scare
you,tittteboy."
b I j "Here,
littleboy!Apresent
fromSanta!"
Howdoesthe childfeel?Why?
a J I He is happybecause
he tikeshisnewtoy.
b l__lle is afraidbecause
the toy is scary.
Whatisthe toy doing?
a Ll tt iseatingthe Christmas
presents
andtree.
b il tt is ctimbing
upthe tree.
WhatdoesJackthinkwhenhefirsthears
theguns?
a f_,,]"they'recelebrating
thiswonderfut
night."
b | ] "ffrepolicewantto ki[ me."
6.2

The NightmareBeforeChristmas

Look at the sentencein the box.Then
make sentenceswith these words. Put
after in the right place.

After "SantaClaus"left their
houses,
someof the other
childrenquiettyleft their beds.

1 the policeshot the sleighfor a secondtime / the sleighbrokein two

2 Jackhit the groundhard/ the reindeerflew away

/ he ranthroughthe dark
Jackjumpeddownthe holein the churchyard
woodsto Halloweentown

4 Sattytried to help SantaClaus/ shesaw him in OogieBoogie'shome

5 Santatried to get free / OogieBoogiestartedthe fire

What more did you learn?
What happensto thesepeople?Matchthe sentences
to the pictures.
. 1 He fa[s and breakshisarm.

l. What'snext?
Lookat the picturesin Chapters11 and 12.What do thesepeoplewant?
Do they get it? Makenotes.

2 He losesthe reindeer.
What do they want?

3 He'sin a chairand can't
get out.

1 TheMayor

4 He dances,
with maggots
aroundhisface.

2 OogieBoogie

5 He is hungry,so he startsa
fire.

3 Satty

6 Theworst thing in
Hal[oweentown
is goingto

4 SantaClaus

eat him.

5 Jack
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Do they get it?

C H AP T ER

Oogie Boogiet ScaryHouse
"It's not the end of Christmas,I hope!"Jack said.
"The endof Christmas?
Neuer!"shoutedSanta.

Chapter 1l - Oogie Boogiet ScaryHouse

"You can laugh now," she said to him angrily. "But you'll be sorry!"
Oogie laughed again. "Very funny, Sally!" he said.
But Jack'slife didn't end when his sleigh hit the ground. He ran as fast
as he could through the woods, with Zero behind him. Then he heard

the Mayor heard about Jackt fall from the sky, he sadly told
\\l/hen
everybody in his town. They all looked down at the ground. They
\/Y

Oogie Boogie'slaugh under the ground and stopped suddenly.He looked
down the hole to Oogie Boogiet house and he could seeSanta and Sally

didnt screamor shout. They stood and rememberedtheir great friend.
"\7e will never seeour dear friend Jack Skellington again," the Mayor

in the chairs and the hungry Oogie Boogie by the fire.
"Look, Zero!" said Jack. "He wants to cook them for his dinner! He's

said. "This is a very sad day for us all."
Everybody felt very bad, but nobody was sadderthan the Mayor.

the worst bag of maggotsin the world! He'll be sorry!"

Sally could hear the Mayor from inside Oogie Boogiet house. He
spoke loudly and she tried hard to listen to his words. They sounded very
important and very sad.Vhen Sally understood, she cried quietly. Oogie
Boogie laughed at her.
"Now Im the scariesrperson in Halloweentown!" he shouted happily.
"No more Jack Skellington!Yes!"
Sally was in Oogie Boogiet house becauseshe tried to help Santa
( ll.u.s.()ogie Boogiecaught her. He put her on anorherchair,next to
Sunru,so shc couldn't ger away.Oogie Boogie laughedat her but Sally
w:lslrt rrfi'aitl.
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Oogie Boogie took Santaand Sallyout of their chairsand he pushed
them near the big fire in the middle of his dirry kitchen. It was very hot
and Sally and Santascreamed.
()ogic Boogie'shouse.That really
Jack jumped down the hole into
scaredthe ugly bag of maggots and he jumped. Santa and Sally quickly
got away from him.
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()ogic Boogie'.sScarv House

"Jack?"shouted Oogie Boogie. "You're not really dead!"
Oogie Boogie turned on a machine in his kitchen and a lot of knives
started shooting at Jack. He jumped out of their way, but more knives

them and he felt sick.'W'henthe last one ran near him, Santakilled it
with his big black shoe.That reallywas the end of Oogie Boogie.
"SantaClaus,I'm very sorry,"saidJack quietly. "l wanted ro help-

cameat him.
"Come this way, you old skeleron!"shoutedOogie Boogie.
He laughed wildly. The knives few at Jack from the left and from the
right. Jack jumped this way and that way.
"Look behind you, Jack!" shouted Sally when more knives came from

but I didn't."
"Christmasis more than a bag of toys and a red hat," Santasaid.

the dining-room.
Jackjumped out of the way again.
"Goodbye,Jackl" shoutedOogie Boogie.
He jumped up onro a shelf and was up high aboveJacks head.
Jack looked up.
"You're not being very nice to my friends," he said.
Oogie Boogie laughed loudly.
Jackt eyesturned to oogie Boogiet foot. He could seea small hole in
it. Jack had an idea. Before Oogie Boogie could stop him, Jack put his
finger into the hole. Then he pulled it hard.

He pulled the hat from Jacks head and turned away.
"It's not the end of Christmas,I hope!" Jack said.
"The end of Christmas?Never!" shoutedSanta.
He quickly flew up and out of Oogie Boogie'shouse.
"Everything will be OK, Jack," said Sally."Santa Claus will give
everybodytheir presents.He can do it beforemorning."
Jack turned to Sally.He looked carefully at his good Friend.
"She has a beautiful face,"he thought. "N7hy didnt I seethat before?"
"'W'hy did you come down here?"he asked.
"1. . .l wanted to. . . " she said slowly.
"Help me?"Jack asked.
Sallysmiled.Jackwanted to take her in his rrrrns,btrt something
stoppedhim.

The hole got bigger...and
bigger. Maggots started falling
out of Oogie Boogiet foot.
More and more fell onro rhe
floor. They were free from Oogie
Boogie-and they moved away
fast!Oogie Boogiegot smaller...
and smaller.
"Look at me! My maggotsl"
cried Oogie Boogie."I'm dying!
This is the end for me!"
The maggotsquickly climbed
up the walls and out of Oogie
Boogie'shouse.Santawatched
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CHAPTER

'fhe NightmareBeforeChristmas

"Jack!Jack!"
The Mayor arrived with Lock, Shock, and Barrel. They looked down
into the hole.
"There he is!" shouted Shock.

Christmas Comes to Halloweentown
Suddenly,somebeautifulwhite tnou sta.rtedfallingon Halloweentoun
-a Christmaspresentfom Santa Claus.

"He's fine," said Lock.
"\7e told you," said Barrel.

hen they saw Jack in the Mayor's car, the witches, the vampires,
and the skeletonsshouted,"Jack!Jack!You'rehome!"
Suddenly,a louder sound came from the sky above.Everybody
"Everybody is waiting for you, Jack!" the Mayor said happily. "Let's
go to thc ccnter of town!" He put out his hand. "Take my hand," he
criccl."Help me, boys," he said to Lock, Shock, and Barrel.
F.vcrybodypulled. First Jack came out of Oogie Boogiet dark and
scrtryhonrc, rhen Sally.
'l'hcy walkecl fast
as
as they could away from that dark hole to the

looked up.
"H"ppy Christmas, everybody!" shouted Santa Claus.
He drove acrossthe night sky with his sleigh full of presents.Jack
smiled happily up at Santa.
Suddenly,some beautiful whitc snow started falling on
Halloweentown-a Christmas prcscttt from Santa Claus.
"\(hat is this?"askedthe witches.
They put out their long fingcrs and tried to catch the snow.

Mlt yot ls crtr.

s0
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Chaoter 12 - Christmas (lomes ro Halloweentown

Down in the town, Jack stopped suddenly and looked around. He
wanted to celebratewith Sally.But where was she?$[hen he couldn't find
Sally'sface, he had to look for her. He left his friends and walked to the
top of the town through the snow.
He didnt have to look for very long. Near the wall around the town,
he saw her with the fower in her hand. tVhen he was near her, he heard
her words. She didnt seehim becauseher eyeswere on the petals. But
then she felt his eyeson her. She turned slowly and looked at him. He
looked at her and smiled. He finished her words.
"He lovesyou," said Jack.

"\(hite blood?" askedthe vampires.
"lt's cold!" said the skeletons.
"lt's snow!" Jack said happily.
The witches, the vampires, the trick-or-treaters,rhe black cats, the
skeletons,the Mayor, and Jack jumped up and down in the snow and
laughed.Christmaswas here...in Halloweentown!
Only one person was not there. Above the townt centet Sally stood
and looked down on the celebrationsbelow. The snow was beautiful but
rlrc smile on her facewas sad. She warched for a minute or rwo and then
slrc had to turn away.
"How doeshe feel about me?" she rhought.
She sat down next ro some prerry flowers and pulled one from the
groturrl.With hcr snrallfingers,she pulled the petalsoff one ar a rime.
"llt'krvcs rrrc,hc krvesrne not...he lovesme..." shesaidquietly.
5)
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(lhaoter l2 - Christrlas Conres to Halloweentown

But for yearsafter that night, Santa Claus somerimesleft
Christmastown for an hour or two when he was bored with his h"ppy
helpersand their h"ppy songs.
Vhen his life felt boring, he climbed into his sleigh. He drove to
Halloweentown and there he visited his old friend Jack Skellington. They
talked about the year when Jack wantcd to be Santa Claus.
Jack was alwaysh"ppy when Santavisited him. He liked to ask
questionsabout Christmastownand Santaliked to askJack about
Halloweentown.They could talk for hours and they were neverbored.

Sally stood up and Jack took her hands in his.
The nightmare before Christmas ended happily for everybody.(But
not for Oogie Boogie,of course.)
SantaClaus never forgot that night before Christmas. It was the
longest night in his life. He rememberedJack Skellington very well for
many years.And everytime he thought of Jack,he smiled.
It was strange,but SantaClaus enjoyedthat night in Halloweentown.
Hc cor.rlcln't
understandwhy. He thought about the reallyscaryvampires
rrndwitclrcs,irnd thosethree rrick-or-rrearers.
They were different.It was
cxciting.
()f course,SantaClaus could neversayrhis to his wife or to his little
hclpcrs.What could he sayabour Halloween?How could he tell rhem
aborrrlifi' thcre?
"It'.sa vcry strangcplace,"he rolcl his wife. "I hated everyminute in
tlrtt pllcr'," lrc tolclhis helpers.
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Talkabout it
Work with two or rnoreother students.lt is a week after Christmas.
Havethis conversation.

a=lYouareJackSkeltington.Youare in Christmastownbecause
F,"d"",
SantaClauswantsyou to speakto the parentsthere.They
think you arevery bad.Why did you try to do Santa'sjob on
the nightbeforeChristmas?
Tellthem,andthen answertheir
questions.

Fr"d"fil

Youarethe angryparentsof childrenin Christmastown.You
havea lot of questions
for Jack.
Askthem.Thentatkabouthis
future.Canhe visityour town again?Do you want the police
to take him away?

Write a letter from Lock,Shock,and Barrelto SantaClaus.
- Tetthimthat youaresorry.
in
cetebrations
- TetthimaboutyourptansforChristmas
nextyear.
Halloweentown
nextyear.Whatwouldyou like?
- Askfor presents
at Christmas
Halloweentotrn
Decenber ?6

Dear Santa Claus,

Lookat the pictures.Discussthe questionsbelowwith other students.
-

1 Who do Dictures
A and B show?
2 Whichof them is worse?
3 How did eachof them want the story to end?Why did it end differentty
for them?

Your friends,
Lock, Shock, and Barrel

Wlr,rtlr.rppe'ns
to the Doctorafterthe storyends?What do you think?
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Wtti.tt of theseare for Halloween?Check(/) the pictures.

wort<with two or three other students.P[ana Ha]toweenParty.You
want to decorateyour houseand make scary food and clothes. Find
ideason the Internetfor Halloweenparties.Whatdo you wantto make
(,r
uuyi
or buy?
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changed. It changed again when
people in rhe United Srares,
Canada, and Australia started to
celebrateit.
In these counrries today,
children dressin scary clothes
and go to their neighbors'
houses.\fhen the neighbors
open their doors, the children
shout, "Tiick or treat!" The
neighbor has to give them
candy or the children will play
a trick on them. A lot of people
decorate their housesand make
them look scary.Some people
play scary music, roo.

Work with another student.Whatquestionsdo peoptefrom other
countrieshaveabout Halloween?Discussquestionsand possible
answers.Thenusethe Internet and learn more about Halloween.
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Readabout Halloween.
alloween comes from a
very old celebradon. It
began with the Celts, people
from Ireland, Britain, and the
north ofFrance. Every year, they
celebratedthe Day of the Dead
on November 1.
On the night before, October
31, dead people came back to life,
they thought. The Celts left food
outside their housesfor the good
dead people. But the Celts wanted
to scareaway the bad dead people,
so they put on scary faces.
Later, when the Romans
arrived in Britain, the celebradon
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ProjectPlana HalloweenParty
4 Write this invitation to your Halloweenparty.

DAY:
DATE:
TIME:
at ..

We'regrcingto eat

anddrink

Please
weargCOpYClOrHFq because
we'regoingto do
trick-or-treats onall the nergl'borsl

